2015 Chinook Cycling Club Mountain Bike Race Team:

Do you race to improve?  Do you race to win?  Do you support other Chinook members?  Do you have fun traveling and socializing with friends at out-of-town events?  Do you give back to your sport/community?  If you answer yes to all of these questions, consider joining the Chinook Cycling Club Race Team.  The Chinook MTB Race Team will compete at the local and regional level mountain bike events.  The team will build on a solid base and reputation obtained during the past 30 years.  Chinook members are known across the Northwest for being friendly, outgoing and competitive.  The talent pool in the Tri-City region is very deep with many riders who share the passion to train and compete, regardless of level/category. You don’t have to win races to qualify or be a respected member of the Chinook team.  Join, improve, give to your community/sport, and have fun with friends!!!
The team will be open to all Chinook Club members.  All riders must fill out the race team application to help us coordinate planning and reimbursement during the season.  The race team application may be filled out and mailed or emailed, see addresses on application below.  
Feel free to contact Chinook with questions, concerns or comments.  chinook@chinookcyclingclub.com
Team Goals

The race team will be an organized group of local riders who will participate in approved mountain bike races. Team members will represent the club (and sponsors) in a professional manner and in return, support the Club and sponsors to the greatest extent possible.  Team members will also portray a positive and healthy image while promoting cycling in our community.  Lastly our ultimate goal is to have fun, improve and to be successful. The goal of this race team is to attract club riders who have similar interests regarding training, traveling and racing.  

Reimbursement Policy

The following are requirements to be eligible for reimbursement by the Chinook Cycling Club MTB Race Team.  The program is to offset some of the costs of racing and to encourage racers to participate in as many races as possible.  All categories of riders shall have the potential to receive the same level of reimbursement -- the goal being equitable distribution of support.
Race fee reimbursement details:

1. Application

A. Application completed in full by May 1 (note: See paragraph 3. E for other required data).  Applications received after this date will not be eligible for reimbursement.  Reimbursement request forms will be sent out on December 1, deadline for reimbursement request will be December 15.  Late requests will not be considered.
B. Racers who do not meet the minimum volunteer or dress code requirements will not receive reimbursement.  

C. No minimum number of events required to qualify.

2. Chinook Jersey

A. Team members are required to wear the Chinook Cycling Club jersey and shorts.  It is preferred to race in the current kit.
B. Members appear as a team when wearing the team clothing.  This is especially important when competing on the bike.  Racers will be required to purchase and wear Chinook Club clothing.  Wearing the Club jersey is mandatory; the shorts/bibs are optional, but strongly suggested.  As a team, we need to look sharp and appear similar.  There is no advantage in having a Chinook member compete wearing a jersey from another Club, a bike shop or by covering the Chinook jersey jacket/vest.  It is also encouraged for members to wear Chinook apparel after the event and at awards ceremonies. 

3. Volunteer time

A. Team members shall volunteer time throughout the year to support the Club.  The amount of volunteer time completed will define a graded approach for reimbursement.  The idea is … the more you give, the more you get.  The reimbursement will be as follows:

1.
Racers will not receive race fee reimbursement if less than 8 hours of volunteer time is completed.


2.
Racers will receive up to 25% race fee reimbursement if 8 to less than 12 hours of volunteer time is completed.  


3.
Racers will receive up to 50% race fee reimbursement if 12 to less than 16 hours of volunteer time is completed.  


4.
Racers will receive up to 75% race fee reimbursement if 16 hours or more volunteer time is completed.  

B. It is encouraged to complete volunteer time in a manner that will benefit the Club first, and cycling in general second.  Club benefits include, but are not limited to; organizing/planning/set-up/day of assistance with a Club event (MTB training series, time trial series, road training series, BBQ after IEC, etc), be active on the Chinook Board, steer a committee, web site development, Chinook event sag support, coordinate a clothing purchase (hats, bottles) etc.  General cycling benefits include, but are not limited to; trail building and maintenance (Friends of Badger, State Patrol, Chamna, Columbia Park Campground, etc), Echo, bike path sweep/clean-up, tack weed eradication, cycling related community service, photo/video of team riders, etc
C. Structured junior member development.  Chinook highly encourages juniors (boys and girls, 13-19, years old) to be encouraged, mentored and supported in mtb training and racing. It is highly encouraged that parents be present but not required. 
D. Race team members not participating in events are encouraged to come to the events and provide assistance and support the team.

E. Racers shall document volunteer time on the application.  Racers will send in documentation of volunteer effort on May 1, Sept 1, and Dec 1 (on the reimbursement document that will be sent out at the end of the season).  Late submissions will not be accepted, failure to submit will by the required times will exclude you from reimbursement consideration for events within that reporting period.
F. Volunteer time will be reviewed by the Chinook Race Team director.  The Director will send his/her recommendation to the Chinook Board for review and approval.  There will be no appeal process on the Chinook Board decision.  

4. Events

A. Only Washington, Oregon, Idaho, California and Montana events will qualify for reimbursement, unless requested in advanced and approved by the Chinook Board.  (Chinook Board shall have final decision).  

B. Reimbursement shall cover base event fee only.  Late fees, on-line charges, etc will not be reimbursed.

C. Reimbursement amount will not be dependant on performance at an event.  DNF’s due to a mechanical or a crash that prohibits finishing an event will be eligible for 50% before the graded approach (listed above in volunteer time).  A DNS or DNF for a non mechanical reason will not be considered for reimbursement.
5. General

A. Team Director is a volunteer position.  Interested persons should contact he Chinook Board.  The Chinook Board will approve the person in this position for a one year term.
B. All members who apply for a USCF, OBRA or similar racing license must claim the “Chinook Cycling Club – Tri-Cities” as their official club status.

C. Racers should participate regularly in organized club rides or events to the greatest extent possible. Team members are encouraged to participate in Chinook training series events (road, mtn, Sat/Sun club group rides, etc).  If you are not participating, hours can be earned by helping organize these events.
D. Racers who participate out-of-town should coordinate and carpool/travel and lodge together to the greatest extent possible.  

E. The maximum reimbursement benefit will be $50 per event.  The maximum reimbursement benefit will be $400 per Club member per year.

F. The amount of reimbursement will depend on the number of team members, the team budget (approx $2,500), and subject to the Chinook Board’s decision for equitable distribution to the qualifying members seeking reimbursement.

G. Finally, it’s been said that there’s no “I” in “TEAM”.  Team members are active, engaged and participate in Chinook club and team events.  If you like to train alone, don’t have the time to volunteer time to Chinook or the community, want to travel and race on your on schedule, and/or don’t want to support other Chinook riders, this team isn’t for you.
H. If you have a question, send us an email.  

2015 Chinook Cycling Club Race Team Application

Mail to:  Chinook Cycling Club, 2120 Hamilton Ave.  Richland WA  99354
Email to: Chinook@chinookcyclingclub.com

Name_______________________________________Date_________________

Address_____________________________________City__________________

Email____________________________________________
Alternate Email ___________________________________
Home Phone______________________________________
Cell Phone______________________________________

Mountain Bike Category________________

In the spaces provided below list the races that you will (or plan to) compete at during the season (add more asnecessary).  
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

In the spaces provided below list volunteer activities you will (or plan to) compete at during the 2015 season (add more as necessary).  
1.

2.

3.

4.
5.

2015 Chinook Cycling Club MTB Race Calendar
Mountain Bike Calendar (tentative, more to be added when confirmed)
Feb 28

Echo Red2Red, Echo OR
Mar 28

Beezley Burn, Ephrata, WA

April 11

Barking Spider, Melba, ID (Wild Rockies Series)

April 12

Mudslinger, Blodgett, OR (Oregon XC Series)
April 18-19 
Sea Otter Classic, Monterey, CA
April 25 

Beacon and Legs, Spokane, WA

April 26

Bear Springs XC, Mt Hood, OR (Oregon XC Series)
May 3

Coast Hills Classic, Newport, OR (Oregon XC Series)

May 9

Cascade Chainbreaker, Bend, OR (Oregon XC Series)

May 16

Roslyn Rush, Roslyn, WA

May 16

Spring Thaw, Ashland, OR (Oregon XC Series)
May 23-24
24 Hours Round the Clock, Spokane, WA

May 24

Sister’s Stampede XC, Sisters, OR (Oregon XC Series)
June 6

Bike and Brews, Leavenworth, WA

June 6

Return on the Jedi XC,  Merlin, OR(Oregon XC Series)
June 28

Pickett’s Charge, Bend, OR (Oregon XC Series)

June 28

Six Hours of Mt. Hood, Mt. Hood OR

July 11-12
Oregon 12/24 hour 

July 18

High Cascades 100. Bend, OR

August 8

Alsea Falls, XC, (OBRA Championships)

Other Regional events (not eligible for reimbursement)

April 9

Rage in the Sage Duathlon, Benton City, WA

May 31

Gap 2 Gap, Yakima, WA

